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From the President’s Garage
By Mark Fetry

“2005 Convention Reflections”

Greetings fellow Custom Safari Chapter members: | hope the summer has been a
pleasant and rewarding one for all of you. For those of you who could not attend, | would
like to take this opportunity to reflect on the 2005 POCI Convention.

It was held at the Palmetto Convention Center in Greenville, SC from July 12" thru
July 16™. We had 5 days of sunshine with only a few minor showers in the afternoon or
evening. Given that it was held in South Carolina in July, it is not surprising that it was hot
during the day, however the attendees were in for a treat in that all the major events, as
well as, 400+ display carswere held inside the air-conditioned convention center. The only
exception was the swap meet, which was held across the street. The ability to detail and
show our cars and to interact with other Pontiac fans in such pleasant conditions was an
experience we won't soon forget.

Our annual Custom Safari Chapter meeting was held at the Convention Center on
Wednesday, the 13". We had 11 members present. e missed our secretary/treasurer, Sarr
Evans, who couldn’t make it this year. Thanks to Noel Evans who stood in for her and gave
the treasurer’sreport. It was great to see our vice-president/newsletter editor, Rich Pye and
meet his family. The minutes of the meeting are included in the newsl etter, but here are some
meeting highlights. A decision was made to retire the “ traveling” Safari Club “ Best of
Show” trophy to the chapter display, but to continue to add a plaque to it each year with
the winners name and to give a smaller trophy each year to the winner to keep. Sarr Evans
has agreed to take on the task of acquiring club shirts. She will report her findingsin a
future newsletter. The dueswill remain at $18 per year.

After the meeting, a number of the members went on to our annual “ Safari Cruise’
Breakfast outing at Sax, a local restaurant with great food and plenty of parking. After the
breakfast, many of us went to visit two local attractions which we had pre-arranged for the
Safari Chapter. First, we went to the Greenville American Legion War Museum with
fascinating exhibits covering from the American Revolution War to the Gulf War. Asan
added bonus, our tour guide was a WWII veteran who had been General Patton’sdriver in
Europe during the war. He shared many fascinating storieswith our group.

After the museum, we toured the Kilgore-Lewis house and gardens. Itisa restored
mid-19™ century home with period furniture and gave us a glimpse into what lifewaslike in
those times. From there the group was free to visit downtown Greenville which is a quaint
town with great shops, restaurants, and attractions such as a waterfall in the middle of
town with a suspension bridge walkway over it.




“2005 Convention Reflections”

The points' judging was held on Friday and the popular vote followed on Saturday.
Given that Greenville was only 120 miles from our home, Robin and | were able to have
both our ‘56 Safari and ‘55 convertible entered. The Safari chapter members did very well
in many categories:

Popular Vote Custom Safari:
1¢ place, Robin and Mark Petry, 1956 Safari
2" place, Gary and DeeAnn Parker, 1955 Safari
3’ place, Nod and Starr Evans, 1957 Safari

Popular Vote SM 1 1926-1957:
1% place, Carl and Darlene L oftis, 1957 Safari

Popular Vote: 3 place, Mark and Robin Petry, 1955 Convertible
Popular Vote: 2" place, Eric Foehr, 1967 GTO
Points Judged: Gold Award, L ou Calasi betta, modified 1957 GM C Pickup

Inaddition to thosewinners, the Pyefamily childrenwon inthe coloring contestsand Eric
and Evan Foehr won 1% placein there age group for themodel car contests. At our Custom
Safari Club meeting on Saturday, Darlene and Carl Loftiswere voted by theclubto havethe
“Best of Show” Safari. Jack and Jill Whitewonthelong distanceaward. Congratulationsto all
thewinners

The 2005 convention wasone of the best we attended. The accommodeations, food,
attractions, seminars, and display facilities seemed to please everyone we spoke to and asalways
weweresorry to seeit end!

The 2006 Conventionisset for June27-July 2in Ontario, California. Robinand | will fly
out and make awest coast vacation out of it. Weknow it will surefeel funny to beat aPOCI
convention without one of our cars, but we arelooking forward to the chance to meet and get to
know some of our west coast based members. Here'shoping that we'll see asmany Safari
Chapter membersthereaspossible.

That’sabout it for now.
Haveagreat fall season!

Marks Fetry




Chapter Annual Meeting

Wednesday, July 13, 2005

President Mark Petry opened the meeting at 8:35 am. Heintroduced himself, officersin
attendance, regiona directorsfollowed by thosein attendanceintroducing themselves.

In attendance: Mark and Robin Petry, Steve Cook, Nodl Evans, Eric Foehr, Gary and
DeeAnn Parker, Rich Pye, Jack and Jill White, and Lou Calas betta

Noel Evansgavethetreasurer’sreport for Starr Evans. Current balanceis$1304.59
with the outstanding expense bei ng the postage (0.83cents per newd etter) for thelast newd etter.
Thenewdetter cost iscurrently just postage dueto Rich being ableto printitin color at work, but
that may changeinthenear future. Current membershipis37 members. Robin Petry reported a
membership comparison to thelast fiveyears. 2002 waslowest at 34 membersand 2001 highest
at 47 members.

Rich Pye gave newdetter editor report: He needs membersto sendin any Safari
information, articles, and triviano matter how small or large. He continuesto put inthe Safari
member of the Quarter and selectsonewho hassent in apicture(s). Mark encouraged members
tosendinther “expert tips’ to help other members. Steve Cook waswillingtowriteatechnical
articlefor thenewdletter. Rich planstowork onthe Web siteand add adiscussion board. Heis

working through acurrent upload problem. Thegroup thanked Rich Pyefor hiswonderful work
on the newd etter and encouraged him to enter themin the Chapter Newd etter Contest.

Recruitment ideaswerediscussed. Per last yearsmeeting suggestion, Starr Evansdid
obtainfrom POCI alist of memberswith Safari’sand sent it to Mark Petry. Thereare
approximately 145 POCI memberswho are not currently in the Custom Safari Chapter. With
approval of themembership present, Robin Petry volunteered to send amembership application
shedesigned along with ablack and white newd etter and acover |etter from the president
encouraging themtojoin. Rich Pyecan supply black and white newd ettersat no cost.

Custom Safari Chapter Digplay: Robin Petry isinterested in reviving the Chapter Display.
She put together abook with past newsd etters and with membership applicationswill display that
at thisyear’sChapter Display. Rich Pyeand Starr Evanswill send her past Chapter Display items
they have.

Custom Safari Chapter Awardswere discussed. It wasdecided that the current “Best of
Show” trophy would be used as part of the chapter display. A plaquewill continueto be added
each year with themember’sname at the expense of the club and asmaller trophy will begiveto
thewinner each year. Long Distancewinner will continueto receive chapter duesfreefor the
following year. Lou Caas bettawill havelast year’ swinner send thelargetrophy back to Mark
Petry. Mark will look into trophiesto giveto thisyear’swinner and futurewinners.

con't on next page




Chapter Annual Meeting

Wednesday, July 13, 2005

The personworking on the Safari Chapter Club shirt has not responded to three emails
fromMark. If desired by theclub, Starr Evanshasvolunteered towork onthis. Thegroup
approved and voi ced appreciation of her willingnessto dothis.

Convention Custom Safari Chapter M eeting attendance was discussed and it was
suggested to offer araffle of something to encourage membersand potential members present at the
conventionto attend.

Since our expenses are being met, duesto will remain at $18.00 per year. We do need to
increase our membership.

Thefollowing information wasshared:
Since hewasamember at that time, Lou Calasibetta offered some personal reflection on
the 1977 Vintage Sefari articleinthelast newd etter.

Steve Cook shared aresource availableto correct the Safari tailgate |leakage. Hestated it
iscostly at $1000.00, but very effective.

Robin Petry shared the extraGreenville privatetour opportunitiessheand Mark had
arranged: American Legion War Museum and theKilgore-LewisHouse. Thoseinterested ingoing
will leave after the Safari Cruisebreakfast.

Mark reminded everyone of the Safari Cruise breakfast after today’smeeting.

Themeeting wasadjourned at 9:25 am.

Respectfully submitted:
| Robin Petny

Attention Custom Safari Chapter Members

The Pontiac Commercial and Professional \ehicle (PCPV) Chapter of POCI would
like to invite you to consider joining our chapter. We have a great newsletter that is
published 6 times per year featuring unique Pontiac and GMCs, including sedan deliveries,
station wagons, hear ses, ambulances, police cars - you nameit! We think the Custom Safari
group would also enjoy our chapter.

To receive a free sample newsletter and more information contact: PCPV Chapter of
POCI, c/o Paul Bergstrom, 1165 County Road 83, Independence, MN 55359, email address:
pcpvnews@ties2.net, or call 763-479-2248.




Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat

By Rich Tye
Hello Everyone,

| can’t believe the summer has come and gone. It sure was a hot one with some
wild weather. | hope everyone in the chapter stayed out of harn's way.

WEll if you' d peaked ahead, you'll see that thisissueis completely dedicated to this
year’s POCI convention in Greenville, SC. That's okay because it’s a great way of sharing
some pictures of things that happened for those that didn’'t make it, and a way to remember
the fun we had for those that did.

My family and | personally had an adventurous time getting to the convention. e
were visiting my dad in Mississippi prior to the show and ran into a Hurricane named
Emily. We tried to figure out when the best time was to leave MSto avoid the storm, so we
left early. WWe were rewarded with the pleasure of driving through the darn thing. Lots or
rain, tornado warnings, and a 12 hour drive, but we made it safely 2 days early to the
hotel. Unfortunately, we ended up leaving the convention a day ahead of time and missed
the car show, so thanks to everyone that took pictures that day.

As others have written it was a real good time for everyone. Having the carsinside
the convention center was awesome. It was hot outside, as usual for the conventions, so it
was a relief to be able to go into the air conditioning without the sun beating down on you.
| only wished that they had figured out how to get the swap meet inside. | probably saved
some money since they didn’t. Asusual | hadn't spent enough time figuring out what | had
or needed for my cars prior to arriving, so | pretty much went away empty handed. The
Atlanta Dragway was a huge plus for me, being my first time, even though it wasa 75 mile
drive back in the direction | had just spent time coming from. Grocery Getter rules!!

With the guilt of not finding anything at the swap meet on my conscience, combined
with my wife falling in love again with * 60s Firebirds, | decided that eBay was the place to
be. So | went to work and found a ‘69 Firebird the next week. Yes, another project...
another car in desperate need of a paint job... another spot filled in my barn. Thisone
however has a lot of potential. It truly isa paint job and a new cam and lifters away from
being something to be proud of, and a good excuse to spend more time in the barn.

Hope you enjoy the extra 4 pagesin thisissue. There were so many photos | wanted
to get in and leave big enough to view that | decided to make it happen. In the upcoming
issues |’ Il be putting back in Safari Search parts/cars wanted and parts/cars for sale page.

Please let me know if you have any wants or things for
sale. Also please send me a picture of your Safari if you
haven't done so, or have new ones.

. Until the snow flies, Happy Cruisin’!!
dhan da M Fidnibsan affree Mol




2005 POCI Convention
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Above: Mark and Robin Petry lead the annual chapter meeting.
Below: Four Safaris and a Chevy Suburban (mine) line-up for the Breakfast Cruise.




2005 POCI Convention

Above: The Four Safaris (White's 57 TC, Evans 57, Parker’s 55, Petry’s 56) breaking for breakfast.
Below: The Safari gang stops eating for a group picture. The Pye's, Parker’s, Evan’s, White's, and
Petry’s attended.




2005 POCI Convention

Above: The American Legion War Museum of Greenville, SC, where we visited.
Below: Matthew, Madison, and Mackenze Pye relax while the group tours the museum.
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Above: Evan and Eric Foehr standing by an American Revol ution War ljni;‘orm.
Below: DeeAnn and Gary Parker with a WWII veteran urging Gary to put down hit weapon.
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Above: A ‘55 leads the Parker’s ‘55 and the Petry’s ‘56 in front of the Kilgore Lewis House.

Below: A real nice view of the Reedy River Falls and the pedestrian walk bridge.




2005 POCI Convention

Above: The Atlanta Motor Dragway on Pontiac nlght what ablast!!
Below: Arnie*“ The Farmer” Beswick in the Tameless Tiger 2. No motor, no drag.




2005 POCI Convention

Above and Below: The famous Grocery Getter tuned and driven by Arnie Beswick.
This car wasn't driven by Arnie this night, but it sure did scoot. Under 8 sec run.




2005 POCI Convention

07/11/2005

Above: Jack and Jill White's ‘57 TC from above to get a good angle on the roof rack.
Below: Isthat an antenna on the roof of the Evan's *57? Was that a factory option?




2005 POCI Convention

07/15/2005
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Above and Below: Eric Foehr is caught in the act of last minute modifications, (a.k.a.
rust cover-up), on hisbrother’s Lemans. Trying to fool a potential buyer isa no-no!!

07/15/2005




2005 POCI Convention

Above and Below: Darlene and Carl Loftis being congratul ated by Mark Petry for
winning the Best Safari as voted on by the club members. Nice‘57!!
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2005 POCI Convention
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Above: Safari Member, Seve Cook, helping with Points Judged Category on Friday.
Below: Evan and Eric Foehr with their winning model car trophies.




2005 POCI Convention
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Above: Lou Calasibetta helps Mark Petry get his ‘56 ready for the show.
Below: It worked, as they took 1st place in the Custom Safari popular vote.




2005 POCI Convention

Above: Jack and Jill White at the car show with their Safari.
Below: Jack spending some money at the swap meet. Hey | need that part!!
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POCI Chapter #10
www.customsafari.org
The Custom Safari Chapter isan official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, Interna-
tional, Incorporated. The POCI headquartersaddressis: 2017 Manatee Avenue, West,
Bradenton, Florida 34205

Annual Duesare $18.00. Renewalsare due January 1st of each year. New member duesare pro-
rated quarterly from January 1st. Applicants must be acurrent member of POCI prior tojoining the
chapter. Send payment to Starr Evans.

The Safari Newsisaquarterly publication produced by the chapter. Volume 1, Number 1 was
distributed in December of 1993. A limited number of back issuesareavailable. Writefor further
informetion.

Presdent: Mark Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr, Augusta, GA 30909
VicePresdent: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420
Secretary/Treasurer:  Starr Evans, 10 Church Hill Rd, Washington Depot, CT 06794
Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420

Directors

Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ 078775
Centra Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL 60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA 95937

For chapter information: Write: 436 LaDueRd, Brockport, NY 14420, Phone: (585) 637-
2720, e-malil: rpye@rochester.rr.com
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2006 Convention in Ontario,
California

33nd Annual POCI National
Convention June 27-July 2, 2006

Hosted by the Southern California
Chapter




